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*Disclaimer: For the purpose of this course, we 
will only be discussing ASHA's Evidence Maps

Disclaimer Statement
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Objectives

• Describe types of synthesized research found in 
the Evidence Maps and how to assess quality

• Demonstrate how to navigate ASHA’s Evidence 
Maps to quickly locate relevant research

• Understand how ASHA’s Evidence Maps 
support clinical decision making

EBP Overview

Obstacles to Using Research in 
Clinical Decision Making 

Insufficient Time
Insufficient 
Financial 

Resources

Insufficient 
Access

Lack of 
Research

Poor Quality 
Research
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Using ASHA’s Evidence Maps to 
Overcome these Obstacles

The Evidence Maps:
a short-cut for locating and 
assessing relevant research

Coming up next

We’ve explored the concept of EBP. In the 
next activity, we’ll describe the content of 
ASHA’s Evidence Maps

TAKE FIVE
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ASHA’s Evidence Maps: 
The Content 
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Types of Articles

Systematic Reviews

Guidelines

ASHA Practice Policies

Systematic Reviews

systematic review

study

study

study

Clinical Practice Guidelines

Evidence-based
Recommendation 

Consensus-based
Recommendation 
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ASHA Practice Policy Documents

Types of Articles

study
study

study

Evidence-based
Recommendation 

Consensus-based
Recommendation 

ASHA Practice PoliciesGuidelinesSystematic Reviews

For other research needs…
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Scope of Content

Updating the Evidence Maps

New research is regularly added 

Studies are reviewed and vetted

Components of EBP
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What is in an Article Summary?

Conclusions

Conclusions from systematic reviews report data and outcomes information.

Recommendations

Recommendations from guidelines summarize suggestions for practice.
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Quality Appraisal

Level of Evidence

Coming up next

We’ve outlined  the content of ASHA’s 
Evidence Maps. In the next activity, we will 
explore the navigation features of the 
Evidence Maps. 
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ASHA’s Evidence Maps: 
Navigation Features

Evidence Maps: Homepage

Evidence Maps: Map Landing 
Page
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Evidence Maps: Filters

Evidence Maps: Search Results

Evidence Maps: Keyword Search
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Evidence Maps: Article 
Summaries

Link to full article

Summarized 
conclusions, 

recommendations, 
and patient 

perspectives 

Evidence Maps: Article Summaries
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Evidence Maps: Article 
Summaries
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Example Case Study

An 81-year-old female with a history of bilateral, sensorineural hearing loss is 
recovering from cardiac surgery in a hospital step-down unit.

She shows characteristics of delirium; however, she currently does not have her 
hearing aids with her. While a brief cognitive evaluation indicates a severe 
cognitive-communication disorder, you note the potential impacts of reduced 
hearing on these results. 

You are concerned with the lack of hearing aid use, as you know that increased 
age, surgery requiring sedation, and reduced access to hearing or vision are all 
risk factors for developing delirium. 

Our clinical question is: 

What impact does hearing aid use have on the risk of 
delirium in individuals with hearing loss?  

Example Case Study: Search

Example Case Study: Search
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Example Case Study: Search

Coming up next

We’ve explored ASHA’s Evidence Maps. The next 
activities are your turn to practice navigating the 
Evidence Maps and determining takeaways from 
available research. 

TAKE FIVE
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Navigate the 
Evidence Maps
Take 5 minutes to locate research relevant to your 
clinical question on the Evidence Maps.
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TAKE FIVE

5 Take 5 minutes to identify the key characteristics of 
one systematic review or guideline that you located.

Determine Key 
Characteristics

TAKE FIVE

6 Learning Assessment

You’ll have access to your certificate of completion immediately 
after you complete and submit your assessment.

Take 5 minutes to complete your learning assessment 
in the ASHA Learning Center.
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