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1. Summarize the overarching goal of the ASHA-PAHO 
initiative for strengthening knowledge and building 
capacity of professionals and organizations.

2. Describe the activities of the ASHA-PAHO Ecuador ad 
hoc committee.

3. Discuss the importance of international engagement to 
address equity in access to evidence-based services.

Learner Outcomes
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 ASHA Vision: to make effective communication, a human right, 
accessible and achievable to all. 

 Contribute to ASHA Strategic Objective #7: Enhance international 
engagement
 Outcome – engage internationally with service providers, educators, 

scientists and other groups to proliferate research and improve 
professional preparation and service delivery

Goal of the ASHA PAHO Initiative



https://www.familydocs.org/

https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-
declaration-of-human-rights



https://www.asha.org/members/international/paho/

ASHA-PAHO
Pan American Health Organization

Regional Office for the Americas of 
the World Health Organization

Collaboration to advocate for the 
health and human rights of 

individuals with disabilities and 
deliver programs in countries 

with limited resources to build 
capacities for prevention, 

identification, intervention and 
rehabilitative services 
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 The Ecuadorian Ministry of Public Health (MPH), through the 
National Directorate of Disabilities
 Manages implementation of S-L-H and swallowing services 

17.4 million people in Ecuador
MPH data

426 speech-language therapists → 1 per 100,000 residents  
7 Phonoaudiologists → 1 per 2,500,000 residents

ASHA-certified in U.S. (2019), 54.7 SLPs and 4.1 AUDs per 100,000
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Leaders - zonal 

coordinators 

all 3 levels of  atencion en
salud

10 faculty invited from 
University of Cuenca, 10 
from Universidad Central 

del Ecuador



Zonas 1, 2, 3, 5, 7
48 funcionarios and 
group leaders (zonal 

coordinators)  

all 3 levels of care 
(local, regional, 

specialized)
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Evidence-Based Practice,
Augmentative and Alternative Communication,

Autism
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with Ximena Carreto (Mexico)
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Observations:
• Disconnect between MSP and professionals,

• Contacts for professional organization to obtain more information

• Previous training did not include these topics, participants want more



Observations:

• Disconnect between MSP and professionals
• Contacts for professional organization to obtain more information
• Previous training did not include these topics, participants want more!



(Click for video presentation)

https://eccollege-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/brenda_gorman_elmhurst_edu/EWOIisljm3BCurgfTXPs8tMBgSpDi35ALuC66o1m5bOcsw?e=Y8o2ze


Advocacy and Capacity Building for Global Equity: 
The ASHA-PAHO Collaboration in Ecuador

Pediatric Feeding and Swallowing
Lisa Domby, M.S., CCC-SLP

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Contributors: 
Priscila Arellano, M.S., CCC-SLP 

Emmie Tozier, M.S., CF-SLP 

Mariana Valverde, M.S., CCC-SLP



Evidence-based Practice Review

https://youtu.be/MM8OyxkU
mIQ

José Ignacio García Burriel (2014). Disfagia en la infancia. Anales de Pediatría Continuada. 
2(5):221-30. 

DOI: 10.1016/S1696-2818(14)70195-7

Valoración y manejo de la disfagia en niños con afectación neurológica. Best Practice. 
13(1) 2009. http://www.evidenciaencuidados.es/BPIS/PDF/2009_13_1_BestPrac.pdf

Free access resources available in Spanish were consulted to develop the evidence-based 
practice review. Contributor Priscilla Arellano narrated the YouTube video.

https://youtu.be/MM8OyxkUmIQ
http://www.evidenciaencuidados.es/BPIS/PDF/2009_13_1_BestPrac.pdf


• Signs and symptoms of 
dysphagia

• Evaluation criteria

• Risk factors associated 
with dysphagia

• Management of 
dysphagia

Evidence-based Practice Review
https://youtu.be/MM8OyxkUmIQ

• Nutrition and hydration 
monitoring

• Positioning during 
feeding

• Assistive devices in the 
management of 
dysphagia

• Prevention of aspiration 
complicationsJosé Ignacio García Burriel (2014). Disfagia en la infancia. Anales de Pediatría Continuada. 

2(5):221-30. 
DOI: 10.1016/S1696-2818(14)70195-7

Valoración y manejo de la disfagia en niños con afectación neurológica. Best
Practice. 13(1) 2009. 

https://youtu.be/MM8OyxkUmIQ


 Introducción a IDDSI (Dietas de Disfagia) – Dra. Maria 
Centeno
(Introduction to IDDSI)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vh4PJdh6hls (IDDSI for children begins @ 23:50)

 Marco y descriptores de la IDDSI 2.0 (Julio 2019)
(IDDSI Framework and Detailed Level Definitions)
https://ftp.iddsi.org/Documents/IDDSI_Framework_Detailed_Descriptions_SPANISH_FINAL_Jul
y2020.pdf

 Métodos de prueba del marco de la IDDSI 2.0 (Julio 
2020)
(IDDSI Testing Method)

International Dysphagia Diet Standardization Initiative 
(IDDSI)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vh4PJdh6hls
https://ftp.iddsi.org/Documents/IDDSI_Framework_Detailed_Descriptions_SPANISH_FINAL_July2020.pdf


https://iddsi.
org

https://iddsi.org/


IDDSI levels and textures, 
typical foods and drinks  

of Ecuador

El marco y los descriptores de la IDDSI están autorizados bajo la 
licencia CreativeCommons Attribution---Sharealike 4.0 

International License https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by---
sa/4.0/

10 octubre, 2016 

Contributor Emmie Tozier created an activity matching 
Ecuadorian foods and drinks to IDDSI levels and 

textures.



www.feedingflock.com - free access with registration
(available in English and Spanish in full and screening versions)

Instruments for Evaluating Pediatric Feeding

http://www.feedingflock.com/


Instruments for Evaluating Pediatric Feeding
www.feedingflock.com

Feeding Flock’s assessment tools provide healthcare providers with an objective 
assessment of the child’s eating difficulties in order to facilitate diagnosis and 
treatment decisions. 

Each tool generates scores for comparison with reference values according to 
age.

• NEONATAL EATING ASSESSMENT TOOL (NeoEat)

• PEDIATRIC EATING ASSESSMENT TOOL (PediEAT)

• IMPACT OF FEEDING ON THE PARENT & FAMILY SCALES (Feeding Impact)

• CHILD ORAL AND MOTOR PROFICIENCY SCALE (ChOMPS)

http://www.feedingflock.com/


Instrumento de evaluación de alimentación neonatal
NEONATAL EATING ASSESSMENT TOOL 

(NeoEat)

What it does: Measures symptoms of problematic breast- or bottle-feeding

What age: Birth to 7 months

NeoEAT is intended to assess observable symptoms of problematic feeding in infants less 
than 7 months old who are breastfeeding, bottle feeding  or both breast- and bottle-feeding.

NeoEAT is intended to be completed by a caregiver that is familiar with the child’s typical 
eating. This is most often a parent but may be another primary care provider.



Instrumento de evaluación de alimentación pediátrica
PEDIATRIC EATING ASSESSMENT TOOL 

(PediEAT)

What it does: Measures symptoms of problematic feeding
What age: 6 months to 7 years

PediEAT is intended to assess observable symptoms of problematic feeding in children 
between the ages of 6 months and 7 years old who are being offered some solid foods. 

PediEAT is intended to be completed by a caregiver that is familiar with the child’s 
typical eating.



Escala de competencia oral y motora infantil
CHILD ORAL AND MOTOR PROFICIENCY SCALE 

(ChOMPS)

What it does: Measures eating and related skills
What age: 6 months to 7 years

ChOMPS is intended to assess eating and related skills in children between the ages of 6 
months and 7 years old who are being offered some solid foods. 

ChOMPS is intended to be completed by a caregiver that is familiar with the child’s typical 
eating and movement abilities. 



Escalas sobre el efecto de la alimentación
IMPACT OF FEEDING ON THE PARENT & FAMILY SCALES 

(Feeding Impact)

What it does: Measures impact of feeding on the parent & family
What age: Birth to 18 years old 

Feeding Impact is to be completed by a parent or primary care provider for the assessment 
of the impact of the child’s feeding on the parent and family. 

Feeding Impact is intended to be used with families of children with or without problematic 
feeding.



Case Studies
(live discussion facilitated by contributor Mariana Valverde)

PEDRO: 
NEONATAL EATING ASSESSMENT TOOL (NeoEAT Bottle-Feeding)
IMPACT OF FEEDING ON THE PARENT & FAMILY SCALES (Feeding Impact)

• Pierre Robin sequence, small mandible and U-shaped cleft palate
• 40 weeks gestation, 2 weeks of age, has lost 10% of birth weight
• Pedro’s mother tried unsuccessfully to breastfeed for the first week 
• Hospital recommended that they use a bottle/nipple with hole cut out
• Pedro is coughing and choking on bottle feeding
• Pedro's parents are very stressed and worried
• Pediatrician thinks Pedro may need a feeding tube if he doesn't start to 

gain weight



Case Studies
(live discussion facilitated by contributor Mariana Valverde)

SOFIA: 
CHILD ORAL AND MOTOR PROFICIENCY SCALE (ChOMPS)
IMPACT OF FEEDING ON THE PARENT & FAMILY SCALES (Feeding Impact)

• 3-year-old on autism spectrum, restricted diet 
• Sofia has low tone and poor sitting posture 
• She drinks 4 glasses of whole milk per day
• She is offered food at mealtimes, but declines everything except 

yogurt, chicken nuggets, cheese crackers, French fries, and chips
• Sofia retches during meals and sometimes vomits after eating 
• She drools frequently, has a rash on her face that never seems to go 

away, has a stuffy nose and dark circles under her eyes



Comprehension Questions
1. The phases of swallowing are:

a) Breathing, phonation, articulation, resonance
b) Aspiration and malnutrition
c) Oral (including oral preparation), pharyngeal and 
esophageal

2. When a child is suspected of having dysphagia, the following 
information should be obtained for an evaluation:

a) Any history of problems with sucking, breastfeeding and starting 
solid foods
b) Problems with chewing, spitting food or only eating small amounts 
of food
c) Tolerance to certain foods and textures in particular
d) It is important to obtain all this information

3. The objective of the Child Oral and Motor Proficiency Scale (ChOMPS) is 
to assess feeding capabilities and related functions in:

a) Babies less than 7 months old, who are breastfeeding
b) Child  6 h   7  f  h   ff d lid 



Comprehension Questions

4. According to the International Dysphagia Diet Standardization Initiative 
(IDDSI), which two of the textures can be classified as foods and/or also as 
liquids?

a) 3-moderately thick & 4-extremely thick
b) 0-fine & 1-slightly thick
c) 5-minced and moist & 6-soft and bite size

5. It is important to form a multidisciplinary team with the involvement of 
parents for the assessment and management of dysphagia in children. 
Which of these professions can be part of the team with speech therapists?

a) Physicians
b) Physical therapists
c) Occupational therapists
d) Dietitians
e) All these professions can form the multidisciplinary team



Capacity-Building in Ecuador: 
Adult Aphasia Intervention 

Laura L.O. Froeschke
Assistant Professor

Elmhurst University, Elmhurst IL 
Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders 



Aphasia:  Ecuador Needs Assessment 

• Initial Assessment: Impairment-Based Tx; Biomedical models

• Strengths:  technical knowledge for procedural aspects of intervention 

• Needs:  Access across languages and urban/rural/tropical/subtropical and 

understanding of how to contextualize care process 





OBJETIVOS DE LA ENSEÑANZA:  PARTE I 

Parte I 

1. Proporcionar un resumen de marcos de tratamiento para la afasia;

2. Delinear las distinciones entre los marcos de intervenciones basados
en la discapacidad y los marcos de intervenciones basados en la 
participación en la vida social;

3.Proporcionar una descripción de los principios y valores del Enfoque
de la participación en la vida.



Objective 1: Overview of Frameworks



Objective 1: Overview of Frameworks 



Objective 2: Delineate Distinctions
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Objective 3:  Introduce/Describe LPAA



Objective 3: Introduce/Describe LPAA 

 Definition, 

description 

 9 Characteristics 

of LPAA 

 5 Fundamental 

Values of LPAA 



Objective 3: Introduce/Describe LPAA







OBJETIVOS DE LA ENSEÑANZA:  PARTE II

Parte II

1. Comprender cómo realizar una evaluación estratégica de la afasia que conduce a un 
plan de tratamiento funcional; 

2. Comprender cómo desarrollar un conjunto de objetivos que apoyan la integración de 
enfoques de tratamiento;

3. Comprender cómo los patólogos del habla y lenguaje pueden incorporar a los
miembros de la familia y la comunidad en los planes de tratamiento para apoyar un 
plan de tratamiento funcionalmente integrado;.

4. Proporcionar ejemplos clínicos de cómo se han integrado diversos enfoques de 
tratamiento.



Part 2:  Applications, Case Study 



Part 2: Application - Three Part Process 





Part 2 Case Study:  Integrated Treatment  



Part 2: Integrated Treatment (Episode 2)



Part 2 Case Study:  Integrated Treatment  



Part 2: Integrated Treatment 



Observations & Recommendations 
• Need for qualitative understanding of response, based on initial observations re 

biomedical model dominance 

• Participation – presence, though limited interaction 

• Access:  Surprisingly limited validated Spanish translations.  Some in progress (CADL-2), 
however increased focus on creating appropriate translations validated for the Latin 
Americas is needed.   EX:  ASHA-FACS 

• Lexicon:  Some need for consistent lexicon, and developing the nomenclature for Latin 
America.  Development of nomenclature will support the ideologic objectives.  



Lenguaje y lectura infantil: 
Las narrativas

Brenda K. Gorman, Ph.D., CCC-SLP
Profesora, Universidad de Elmhurst



Objetivos

• Rationale
• Typical development
• Signs of impairment
• Assessment protocols
• Analysis practice



Narrative discourse

Bridge between oral language and literate, 
academic langauge

68



www.narrativeassessment.com/
www.leadersproject.org/disability-
evaluation/school-age-language-

assessment-measures-slam/

https://www.languagedynamicsgroup.com
/products/cubed/cubed_download/

Gratis

https://main.leibniz-zas.de/



www.saltsoftware.com/products/
elicitation-materials/



Transcripción: Opciones
www.speechtexter.com

http://www.speechtexter.com/


Transcripción: Opciones
Google



Análisis

Narrative Assessment Protocol – Spanish adaptation (Gorman et al., 2016)





Su análisis e interpretación

Bernardo: 5;5 años



A Jugar
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrMq2qe2HbN3RYU
ySkWIMJw/playlists

Cuentacuentos, Beatriz Montero
https://www.youtube.com/user/BeatrizMontero/videos

Cuéntame un Cuento
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbDJr7JuJ01uL4Nn
W5xwFcQ

Multilingual - Global Storybooks 
https://globalstorybooks.net/

Biblioteca Digital International para Niños
http://en.childrenslibrary.org/
http://www.childrenslibrary.org/icdl/SimpleSearchCategor
y?ids=&langid=61

Multilingual - Magic Blox
https://magicblox.com/

Scholastic
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLwmYd6YIpBurEZB
4_KXzWMkcJpSDhY_yR

Spanish Experiment
https://www.thespanishexperiment.com/stories

https://www.thespanishexperiment.com/stories
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrMq2qe2HbN3RYUySkWIMJw/playlists
https://www.youtube.com/user/BeatrizMontero/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbDJr7JuJ01uL4NnW5xwFcQ
https://globalstorybooks.net/
http://en.childrenslibrary.org/
http://www.childrenslibrary.org/icdl/SimpleSearchCategory?ids=&langid=61
https://magicblox.com/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLwmYd6YIpBurEZB4_KXzWMkcJpSDhY_yR
https://www.thespanishexperiment.com/stories


Icons
(Creative commons)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
wHwlASpZo90

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
OIQ9TLoQyKU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wHwlASpZo90
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OIQ9TLoQyKU


Learner Outcomes
1. Summarize the overarching goal of the ASHA-

PAHO initiative for strengthening knowledge and 
building capacity of professionals and 
organizations.

2. Describe the activities of the ASHA-PAHO Ecuador 
ad hoc committee.

3. Discuss the importance of international 
engagement to address equity in access to 
evidence-based services.



Key observations and future directions
 Increased access to information to support equity
 Critical team members

• MSP liaison
 Primary responsibility for MSP 

• recommend support for MSP liaison (e.g., zonal coordinators/leaders)

• Professionals with whom connected during site visit 
 Highest engagement

• University faculty
 Train the trainers
 Long-term collaboration



Thank you for your interest in

Advocacy and Capacity Building for 
Global Equity

Brenda Gorman, Elmhurst University
Eliane Schochat, University of São Paulo
Amanda Blackwell, Saint Mary's College
Lisa Domby, University of North Carolina

Laura Froeschke, Elmhurst University
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